
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: Black History Month Launch
ELLOWES HALL OF FAME FOCUS: Martin Luther King/ Sam Cooke: What a Wonderful World
CAREER OF THE WEEK: Writer

FRIDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2025

Headteacher’s Introduction
I am writing this as the school busily prepares to 
throw open its doors to potential 2026 Year 7 
starters. That most of this productive noise comes 
from our countless student volunteers is, for me, 
the best feature of today. It is a mark of the health 
and vitality of our community that over 100 current 
students have given up their own time to showcase 
the very best of our school. As I will tell the Year 6 
parents this afternoon, a secondary school is to be 
judged on the health of the relationships on show 
between staff and students. On the basis of these 
relationships, children here get to amass those key 
indicators of success – academic rigour, strong 
outcomes and participation in a wide range of 
eclectic extra-curricular endeavours. I am therefore 
deeply proud of those young people who have 
come back to give testimony to that fact this 
evening.

Another indelible marker of a school’s culture and 
success is how young people behave when out in 
the community. As the old adage goes, when they 
are in uniform, students represent our values and 
carry our expectations. A real highlight of this week 
was therefore receiving a spontaneous email from a 
member of the public who had ran into a group of 
our students at a Costa Coffee ahead of their visit to 
the Walsall Art Gallery. I would urge you to read the 
email in full in this edition of the newsletter. You 
can imagine what satisfaction it gives us when a 
random member of the public takes the time to 
write to us to say how impressed they were by the 
calm and courteous way your young people 
conducted themselves. 

It is a reminder of a timeless truth we strive to instil 
in our students – we want to give them the space 
and nurture to develop into the best version of the 
person they wish to be. The person they perfect 
exists in classrooms and exam halls, yes, but also in 
the community we trust them to one day lead.

Year 7: Callum O
Year 8: Ethan J
Year 9: Ruby O

Year 10: 
Connor M
Year 11: 
Daisy T

WEEK A

Monday 29 September

KS4 Art Cornwall Trip (Returns Thursday 2 October)
09.15 – 10.00 Year 7 September 2026 Entry Open Morning. RSVP.
Year 11 After-School Intervention: English

Tuesday 30 September

09.15 – 10.00 Year 7 September 2026 Entry Open Morning. RSVP.
Year 11 After-School Intervention: Science

Wednesday 1 October

09.15 – 10.00 Year 7 September 2026 Entry Open Morning. RSVP.

Thursday 2 October

09.15 – 10.00 Year 7 September 2026 Entry Open Morning. RSVP.
Year 11 After-School Intervention: H&SC; Design; Food; Art; Music; 
GCSE Business; BTEC Enterprise

Friday 3 October

Macmillan Coffee Morning
BTEC Sport St George’s Park Trip

7,197 Positives This Week

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included 
their picture, it means we do not have the necessary consent 

from you. Please contact us if you would like us to be able to use 
your child’s picture!

Year 10: Millie R & Kitty S
Year 11: Jay C
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Our local Member of Parliament, Sonia 
Kumar MP, has this week written to several 
of our top performers in this year’s GCSE 
exams. Congratulations again to all!

7 Scarlett W Jake H Charlie B

8 Alfie W Ewan H Isabella P

9 Amy K Erin D Mis P

10 Lilia W Isla J Riley F

11 Rubie W Asiyaa K Kaitlyn T

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance This Week…

YEAR 7 7OM – Mrs McEvoy 98.3%

YEAR 8 8PBJ – Ms Britten-Jeavons 94%

YEAR 9 9SRI – Ms Rigby 96%

YEAR 10 10GEV – Mr G Evans 94.1%

YEAR 11 11BH – Ms Hughes 98.2%

Superstars

This
week’s

Don’t forget… students needing support with their Sparx, or simply a place to go to complete it, can attend Mrs P 
Jones’ Bright Sparx Club every Tuesday After School at 4pm.

The Working Lunch
As a part of our commitment to widening the aspirations 
and ambitions of our Year 11 students, we are on the 
lookout for parents/carers/members of our local community 
who might be interested in coming into school over a 
lunchtime to share their career journeys with small groups 
of students! If you would be happy to do this for us, please 
contact our Heads of Year 11 – Mr Green or Ms Sullivan.

After impressing in a 
regional trial last 
Thursday at 
Stourbridge RFC, we 
are extremely proud 
of both Nathan and 
Carter in Year 11, who 
have successfully 
gained a place in 
Coventry Rugby 
Academy. We wish 
you all the best in this 
next chapter!

mailto:rgreen1@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:hsullivan@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk


Detentions
Notifications of detention will 

be shared via the Arbor 

Parent App. Guidance on 

using Arbor Parent 

Portal/App is available here.

Medical/Injury/Appointments
Please can we ask you to give us advance notice 

(via Reception/your child’s Form Tutor) if your 

child has injured themselves at home and is 

returning on crutches/in plaster. This will 

enable us to ensure we are prepared as possible 

to support your child during recovery. If your 

child is leaving school early for an appointment, 

we also appreciate advance warning to minimise 

any delay in collecting your child.

This week, KS3 students took part in a printmaking workshop based on desserts 
and had a tour of The New Art Gallery Walsall. We were thrilled to receive a 
lovely email from a member of public who had spotted our students on the trip…

Huge congratulations to Bailey R who was elected by his 
fellow Sea Cadets to host their Royal Navy Police visit this 
week. Bailey was also promoted to Cadet (First Class) and 
was presented with a Good Conduct Award. Well done, 
Bailey!

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020147458-Log-into-the-Parent-Portal-and-the-Parent-App
mailto:info@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk


Next week, our Year 7s start their community project for which any student/family in any year 
group is invited to support. Please bring your Harvest donations into our Reception. Every single 

one is gratefully received! 



Fancy trying a new 

sport? Why not be a part 

of one of our new 

partner clubs based 

here on school grounds. 

This opportunity isn’t 

just for our students, put 

young people in the 

wider community also. 

For more information, 

please email Mr J Evans, 

Head of PE.

mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
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Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!



Key Dates Autumn Term 2025
Date Event

Monday 15 September Year 11 After School Revision Programme Launch

Thursday 18 September
15.30 – 17.00: Careers Convention, Wellbeing Café
17.00 – 17.30: Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 19 September BTEC Sport Wolverhampton University Taster Day

Tuesday 23 September Year 9 Walsall Art Gallery Trip

Wednesday 24 & Friday 26 September Year 11 Geography Birmingham City Centre Fieldwork Trip

Thursday 25 September
13.30: Students dismissed for Open Evening preparation
16.00 – 19.00: Ellowes Hall Open Evening for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Friday 26 September Macmillan Community Coffee Morning

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October 09.15 – 10.00: Open Mornings for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October KS4 Cornwall Art Trip

Tuesday 7 October – Friday 10 October KS4 Poland Trip

Thursday 9 October 15.30 – 16.30: Year 7 Parents/Carers Form Tutor Drop-In Sessions

Thursday 16 October Performing Arts Department Open Mic Night

Tuesday 21 October Year 7 X Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip

Thursday 23 October
Year 7 Y Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip
Halloween Disco

Friday 24 October Flu Vaccinations (Year 11 & Catch-Ups)

Monday 27 – Friday 31 October October Half Term

Monday 3 November 08.45: Student Return to School

Friday 7 November Flu Vaccinations (Catch-Ups)

Wednesday 19 – Friday 21 November Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Trip

Thursday 27 November 15.30 – 18.30: Year 7 Parents’ & Carers’ Evening

Monday 1 – Friday 12 December Year 11 Mock Exams

Thursday 4 December Awards’ Evening

Monday 8 December KS3 Love to Learn Homework Check-In 1

Thursday 11 December Birmingham Royal Ballet Nutcracker Trip

Thursday 11 December Christmas Market

Friday 12 December Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 16 December Year 7 Christmas Carol Service

Wednesday 17 December Community Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18 December Performing Arts Department Christmas Concert

Friday 19 December 12.00PM: School Closes for Christmas Holiday
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