
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: International Day Of Education
HERO & SONG OF NEXT WEEK: Jane Austen / This is me by Keala Settle
CAREER OF THE WEEK: Veterinary Nurse

FRIDAY 16th January 2026

Headteacher’s Introduction
I would like to begin by commending our students 
for the resilience and maturity they have shown 
during the ongoing issues with the heating system 
in the main school building this week. They have 
approached the situation with a calm and positive 
attitude, and we are very proud of them.
While our Humanities Building, X Block and Sports 
Hall all operate on separate heating systems and 
continue to function as normal, we understand how 
important it is that all learning spaces are warm and 
comfortable. Although initial investigations 
suggested this might be a quick fix, engineers on 
site today have confirmed that repairs are likely to 
take place over the next few weeks.
Please be reassured that we have acted quickly to 
support our students and staff. Over the last couple 
of days, we have invested in portable heaters and 
placed them into classrooms where needed. We will 
continue to closely monitor temperatures and will 
order additional heaters over the coming days if 
required. The wellbeing and safety of our school 
community remains our absolute priority.
Naturally, we do not consider closing the school 
lightly, as we know how important continuity of 

learning is for our students. Closing would always be 
a last resort. We are hopeful that the measures we 
have put in place will ensure the school remains 
warm while repair work continues, and we will of 
course keep this under regular review.
Beyond these challenges, it has been wonderful to 
see so many positives across the school this week. 
We were delighted to welcome students from 
Wombourne to our first Student-Led Panel Debate, 
focusing on social media and fake news which is a 
particularly timely and relevant topic given current 
global discussions.
The conduct of our Year 10 students during their 
mock examinations was exemplary, and I would also 
like to thank all parents who attended the Year 11 
Parents Evening. It was fantastic to see so many of 
you there, and we truly value the shared 
commitment we have in supporting our young 
people to achieve their very best.
Looking ahead, we will be celebrating Teaching and 
Learning next week, including International 
Education Day on 24 January.  This is an important 
opportunity to reflect on the power of education 
and the achievements of our school community.

Year 7: Noel G
Year 8: Sophie S
Year 9: Freya H

Year 10: Alfie C and 
Millie R

Year 11: Jay C

4322 Positives This Week

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if 

you would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!

Tuesday 20 January (Week B)

Girls Basketball host Beacon Hill

Wednesday 21 January (Week B)

London West End Theatre Trip to see Matilda The Musical
Girls Basketball travel to Kinver
Virtual Golf Simulator – see PE staff for more info

Thursday 22 January (Week B)

We welcome many local primary schools to take part in a multi-sport 
event run by our Junior Sports Leadership Academy

ABSENT PLEASE RING 01384 686600 Option 1

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance This Week…

YEAR 7 7OM – Mrs McEvoy 95.97%

YEAR 8 8EH – Miss Harvey 99.23%

YEAR 9 9FS – Miss Scott 98.51%

YEAR 10
10EP – Miss Perry 

10NKH – Miss Nightingale-Harris
100%

YEAR 11 11JW – Mrs Watson 99.17%



On Tuesday, we had the pleasure of hosting Wombourne School 
for the first of our ‘student lead debate panels on current affairs 
within the news’. The topic was on the impact of social media, 
with a specific focus on how it portrays different religions. Miss 

Vincent’s Year 10 RE students worked very hard to write and 
deliver thought provoking speeches which were delivered to a live 

audience. Well done to everyone involved!



Our Year 9 Boys Basketball Team came up against a 
strong Beacon Hill side on Wednesday this week 
when they hosted the match here at Ellowes Hall. 
They did themselves and the school proud with 
some excellent Basketball on display.  Final score 
was 26-9 to Beacon Hill.

Do you have what it takes to 
play a round of golf.  Next 
Wednesday we have the 
Virtual Golf Simulator.  More 
information to follow from 
the PE Staff.

Watch this space - 
Trips to Leicester 
Tigers to watch a 
premiership Rugby 
match as well as 
Birmingham Panthers 
to watch a premier 
league Netball game 
coming soon!

Sport at Ellowes Hall



Students enjoyed their first Jujutsu self defence session with 6th Dan 
instructor Shihan Robert Tiene, part of Taijutsu Kai Schools of Jujutsu. This 
is part of a 5 week course in which we still have places available. Please see 

the poster or email Hharris@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk for further details.



Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!



All parents and carers have been emailed the latest copy 
of the Dudley Health and Wellbeing magazine.  It 
contains some really useful information so please have a 
read and forward to anyone you know who may benefit.



Year 10 Work Experience

We would like to remind all Year 10 students and parents that work 
experience placements should have been secured.  If not, please try 
your best to confirm one as soon as possible so that we can start 
the risk assessments.  Work experience week is Monday 6th July to 
Friday 10th July 2026.  If you need a new form, please contact:

Mrs Toro-Pearce, Careers Leader – 
atoropearce@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk

Miss Webb, Work Experience Coordinator – 
twebb@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk

Year 11 Destinations

All Year 11 students have had a careers guidance meeting with a 
Careers Adviser and should have applied to colleges and/or 
apprenticeship providers.  If not, we recommend the following 
actions:

• Apply online if you know what to apply for
• Attend college open days – these are advertised on their 

websites
• If unsure of what to apply for, contact Mrs Toro-Pearce, our 

Careers Leader, for access to your action plan and guidance 

mailto:atoropearce@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:twebb@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk


We have the unique opportunity to offer students the chance to attend a one-off 
Silent Disco event at the end of this half-term (see poster for details).  A Silent 

Disco has all the usual lights, a DJ and loud music but also we switch to headsets 
which have three selectable channels for your choice of what you listen to.  There 

is a limit on how many headsets and therefore there is a maximum number of only 
250 places.  This will be a ticket only event with no availability to pay on the door.  

Payment for your entry will have to be made on parent pay and you will collect 
your ticket on the door at the event.



Key Dates Spring Term 2026
Date Event

Tuesday 6th – Wednesday 14th January Y10 Mocks

Friday 9th – Sunday 11th January Y11 Revision Residential (Whitemoor Lakes)

Monday 12th January Y7 Reading Tests

Wednesday 14th – Thursday 15th January Y10 Art Coursework Prep Trip

Thursday 15th January Y11 Results Release and 15:30 – 18:30 Y11 Parent Consultation Meeting

Wednesday 21st January London Matilda Trip (All Day)

Monday 26th – Friday 30th January Iceland Trip

Monday 26th January KS4 Poetry Live Trip

Wednesday 28th January Y9/10/11 Intermediate Maths Challenge

Thursday 29th January Drama GCSE Theatre Trip (The Woman in Black)

Friday 3rd February Y10 Mock Exam Results Release Day

Friday 6th February Y8 Visit to King Edwards Sixth Form Visit

Monday 9th – Friday 13th February Y8 Mock Examinations Week

Thursday 12th February Y9 Vaccinations and the Valentines Silent Disco

Monday 16th – Friday 20th February February Half Term

Monday 23rd February Y8 Reading Tests

Tuesday 24th February Y10 University of Oxford Trip

Wednesday 25th February Y10 Parent Consultation Meetings

Thursday 26th February GCSE Science Live Trip

Monday 2nd – Friday 6th March Y11 Mock Examinations Week

Thursday 5th March World Book Day

Monday 9th – Friday 13th March KS3 Paris Trip

Wednesday 11th March Performing Arts Concert (Open Mic 3)

Monday 16th March Y11 GCSE Business Exam Skills Revision Day Tutor2U Trip

Wednesday 18th March Birmingham Hippodrome Dance Trip: The Red Shoes (Evening)

Thursday 19th March Y8 Parent Consultation Meetings

Friday 20th March Reading Ambassadors Book Shop Reward Trip

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th March Y9 Mock Examinations Week

Wednesday 25th March Y11 Mock Results Release

Thursday 26th March Ellowes 60th Anniversary Event

Friday 27th March 12.00PM: School Closes for Easter Holiday
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