
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: End of Half Term Rewards’ Week
ELLOWES HALL OF FAME FOCUS: Mary Seacole / Pharrell Williams: Happy
CAREER OF THE WEEK: Mechanical Engineer

FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 2025

Headteacher’s Introduction
The overwhelming highlight for us in school this 
week has undoubtably been our annual Black 
History Month Panel, which was streamed live from 
the Theatre to every other classroom in school. This 
year’s panel included speakers from an impressive 
and eclectic range of backgrounds. These 
individuals, who typified the resilience, ingenuity 
and creativity of the Black British community, were 
generous with their time. They answered students’ 
thoughtful questions with sincere openness. 

Whilst the panellists always come from a range of 
different backgrounds, there was a common 
message from all of them. They all became the 
liveliest when answering a question about their 
experiences of school life. Comparing adult life to a 
run whose starting shot rings out on the day a 
student leaves Year 11, DJ Ken Mclean told our

young people to do everything they can to be ready 

for that moment. Others reflected that if they had 
had their time in school again, they would answer 
more questions; engage more fully in learning, and 
grab hold of every opportunity to lead and 
experience things outside of the classroom. 

Although their optimism naturally offered 
encouragement and inspiration to our students 
from the Black community, their message was one 
for all of us – regardless of background. Life is a 
journey with its ups and downs, our job is to seek 
personal self-fulfilment through hard work, 
resilience and by seeking in small acts of kindness, 
ways to make our world a happier place.

Next week will see us celebrate and reward those 
who have done this exceptionally well. I would like 
to particularly encourage the 408 students in school 
who have yet to have a single day off and urge them 
to keeping their streak up in the final week of this 
first Half Term.

Year 7: Aaliyah A
Year 8: Lewis JP
Year 9: Lilly YP

WEEK B

Monday 20 October

Year 11 After-School Intervention: Maths

Tuesday 21 October

Year 7 X Band Birmingham Thinktank Museum Trip
Year 11 After-School Intervention: History/Geography

Wednesday 22 October

Thursday 23 October

Year 7 Y Band Birmingham Thinktank Museum Trip
Year 11 After-School Intervention: H&SC; Design; Food; Art; GCSE 
Business; Computer Science
18.00 – 20.00: Halloween Disco

Friday 24 October

15.15: School Closes to All Students for October Half Term

7,247 Positives This Week

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included 
their picture, it means we do not have the necessary consent 

from you. Please contact us if you would like us to be able to use 
your child’s picture!

Year 10: Taylor JE
Year 11: Tatenda M

Black History Month | October 2025



Don’t forget… students needing support with their Sparx, or simply a place to go to complete it, can attend Mrs P 
Jones’ Bright Sparx Club every Tuesday After School at 4pm.

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance This Week…

YEAR 7 7OM – Mrs McEvoy 98.3%

YEAR 8 8JG – Dr J Green 97.4%

YEAR 9 9LM – Mr Martin 96.9%

YEAR 10 10GEV – Mr G Evans 98.1%

YEAR 11 11JW – Mrs Watson 99.6%

7 Rosie G William B Sparx Science 
records scores 

slightly differently, 
but well done to 

all who 
completed this 

week’s!

8 Olivia W-C Dakshdeep K

9 Joshua C Frankie F

10 Stanley E Alfie DS

11 Joshua R Benjamin LHSuperstars

This
week’s

Congratulations to Ava, Orla, Ren and Leila who are through to the next stage of the Springboard and/or 
Rotary Young Chef competitions. Year 10 Food students have been cooking up a storm this week…!



Ellovate Update
Our amazing Year 11 students at Ellovate have spent 
the past year doing real jobs in real workplaces—and 
they’ve absolutely smashed it!
Every week, they’ve been out and about learning new 
skills, meeting new people, and showing everyone what 
they’re made of. From fixing cars to helping in nurseries, 
working in shops to supporting care homes—our students 
have done it all! We’ve seen students grow in confidence, 
learn how to work as a team, and take on real 
responsibilities. A big shout-out to all the local businesses 
who welcomed our students—you’ve made a huge 
difference!

We were thrilled this week to host a wide 
range of guests for our annual Black 

History Month Panel, which took place 
in front of a live audience of over 300 

specially-selected students and 
streamed live into every classroom in 

school. This year’s lineup included a DJ; 
lawyer and fireman, as well as 

individuals working for Jaguar Land 
Rover; the National Highways Agency, 
and the Grace Foundation – as well as 
our very own Mr Hamilton. Students 

were inspired by a range of messages 
around the importance of celebrating 

diversity, as well as finding enthusiasm, 
resilience and a desire to excel buried 

deep within them all.

CCTV BNC COAXIAL SCREW ON BNC MALE FOR HD TVI, AHD AND CVI CAMERAS 1080P ∙  Doris CCTV

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9oba8eUAzw




Our Year 7s are continuing to drive this whole-school community project. Please bring your 
Harvest donations into our Reception. Every single one is gratefully received! 



Fancy trying a new 

sport? Why not be a part 

of one of our new 

partner clubs based 

here on school grounds. 

This opportunity isn’t 

just for our students, put 

young people in the 

wider community also. 

For more information, 

please email Mr J Evans, 

Head of PE.

mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk


Wednesday afternoon saw our first group of Year 7s 
visit Gornal library to create their memberships, 
check out books and really strengthen our culture for 
reading. They had an informative presentation from 
library staff and were enthusiastic about using the 
library in the future. We are so lucky to be able to use 
such fantastic facilities that are literally just down 
the road and we can't wait to take the next group to 
visit! Library staff also commented on how well 
behaved they were and were a credit to Ellowes. 
What a wonderful afternoon!



Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!



Key Dates Autumn Term 2025
Date Event

Thursday 18 September
15.30 – 17.00: Careers Convention, Wellbeing Café
17.00 – 17.30: Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 19 September BTEC Sport Wolverhampton University Taster Day

Tuesday 23 September Year 9 Walsall Art Gallery Trip

Wednesday 24 & Friday 26 September Year 11 Geography Birmingham City Centre Fieldwork Trip

Thursday 25 September
13.30: Students dismissed for Open Evening preparation
16.00 – 19.00: Ellowes Hall Open Evening for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Friday 26 September Macmillan Community Coffee Morning

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October 09.15 – 10.00: Open Mornings for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October KS4 Cornwall Art Trip

Tuesday 7 October – Friday 10 October KS4 Poland Trip

Thursday 9 October 15.30 – 16.30: Year 7 Parents/Carers Form Tutor Drop-In Sessions

Thursday 16 October Performing Arts Department Open Mic Night

Tuesday 21 October Year 7 X Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip

Thursday 23 October
Year 7 Y Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip
Halloween Disco

Friday 24 October Flu Vaccinations (Year 11 & Catch-Ups)

Monday 27 – Friday 31 October October Half Term

Monday 3 November 08.45: Student Return to School

Friday 7 November Flu Vaccinations (Catch-Ups)

Wednesday 12 November INSET Day (School Closed to All Students)

Wednesday 19 – Friday 21 November Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Trip

Thursday 27 November 15.30 – 18.30: Year 7 Parents’ & Carers’ Evening

Monday 1 – Friday 12 December Year 11 Mock Exams

Thursday 4 December Awards’ Evening

Monday 8 December KS3 Love to Learn Homework Check-In 1

Thursday 11 December Birmingham Royal Ballet Nutcracker Trip

Thursday 11 December Christmas Market

Friday 12 December Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 16 December Year 7 Christmas Carol Service

Wednesday 17 December Community Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18 December Performing Arts Department Christmas Concert

Friday 19 December 12.00PM: School Closes for Christmas Holiday

https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events
https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events


Thanks to our partnership 

with Black Country 

Basketball Club, we are 

thrilled to share their 

generous gift of free 

Family Season Tickets for 

our students. Please use 

the QR Code below to 

access more 

information…



Halloween Open House!
A member of our community is hosting a Halloween display at 106 Ellowes Road, 16.00-21.00 on 31st October. 

Donations received will be shared with the School Charity of the Year for 2025, The Mary Stevens Hospice.

Amazing work by our Year 8 Litter Pickers, giving back 
to our local community and growing as a year group!
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