
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: Importance of Reading.
HERO & SONG OF NEXT WEEK: Julia Donalson & Never 
Ending Story by Limahl.  CAREER OF THE WEEK: Voice Actor

FRIDAY 13th February 2026

Headteacher’s Introduction
We are very pleased to confirm that the heating issues 
have now been fully resolved and that the school has 
returned to normal operation. We understand the 
disruption this has caused and are grateful for the 
patience and understanding shown by our whole 
community. We have also been informed that the 
National Grid will be upgrading the local sub-station in 
the coming weeks. This improvement should ensure that, 
in the unlikely event of a similar situation in the future, 
the use of portable heaters will not result in a power 
failure.
It is a relief to once again focus all of our efforts fully on 
the teaching and learning of the young people of Ellowes. 
I am personally very proud of the exemplary way in which 
our students have conducted themselves throughout this 
period. Their maturity and resilience have been 
commendable. I would also like to extend my sincere 
thanks to all staff, particularly our dedicated site team, 
who worked tirelessly — even during the early hours of 
the morning — to keep us informed and to address issues 
as they arose.
I appreciated the opportunity to speak with several 
parents on Tuesday after school, who shared their 
concerns and constructive suggestions regarding how the 
recent power and heating difficulties were managed. We 
have reflected carefully and feel that we have learned a 
great deal from the experience, which will strengthen our 
response in the future.

My thanks also go to the staff who provided additional 
Year 11 intervention sessions throughout the evenings 
this week. Their commitment to ensuring that students 
remain supported in the lead-up to examinations is 
greatly valued. Well done to the many Year 11 students 
who attended these sessions online and demonstrated 
such dedication to their studies.
Year 8 students have also completed a demanding week 
of examinations. They approached this challenge with 
notable resilience, navigating a wide range of papers 
across almost all subjects. We thank both students and 
staff for their hard work and careful preparation. The next 
examination period will see further Year 11 mock 
examinations, followed later in the year by assessments 
for Years 9 and 7.
As you read through this newsletter, you will find much 
to celebrate: competition winners, students acting as 
responsible members of the community, charitable 
initiatives, examples of creativity, a wide range of extra-
curricular opportunities, and our first ever Silent Disco — 
an event enjoyed as much by staff as by students. It was 
particularly heartening to see students so eager to return 
to school to take part in such events.
Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all 
parents and carers for your continued support, 
understanding and partnership. Your encouragement and 
cooperation are invaluable and play a vital role in 
ensuring that our students remain safe, supported and 
able to thrive.

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if 

you would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!

5787 Positives This Week

Monday 23 February (Week B)

Y8 Reading Tests

Tuesday 24 February (Week B)

Y10 Oxford University Trip

Thursday 26 February (Week B)

Y10 Parent Teacher Meetings, GCSE Science Trip

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance

YEAR 7 7DH – Mr Hamilton 98.33%

YEAR 8 8DBA – Mr Barker 100%

YEAR 9 9SRI – Miss Rigby 97.45%

YEAR 10 10GN – Miss Norton 98.33%

YEAR 11 11JW – Mrs Watson 99.3%

ABSENT PLEASE RING 01384 686600 Option 1

Year 7: Abdul S. 
Year 8: Maria O Year 9: Eva-Lilly P. 

Year 10: Keira B, Alfie C, Luke F, Sam H, Noah P, 
Millie R. Year 11: Oscar G.



“Three Y7 boys were super quick to react when an older lady with a walker called 
for help this afternoon. Her electric garage started to come down before she made 
it underneath and it caught her on the top of the head and neck essentially 
pushing down on her and continued to descend; they acted quickly by rushing to 
help and holding the garage door up forcibly so that it didn’t harm her any further. 
Another adult and myself saw what happened and then rushed over to support 
with the garage door which then eventually lifted.”

Oscar, Zack and Ianis of Y7 were heroes this week as they came 
to the aid of a local resident whilst they were on their way home 
from school.  The following message was left by a parent and 
witness to the incident.  



Ava Johnson and Leila 
Jones represented Ellowes at the 
Rotary Chef District Final. The 
girls really enjoyed the 
experience and helped us 
receive £250 sponsorship from 
the club as a legacy fund to 
support participation in future 
competitions.



An amazing night had by all students and staff at the first 
ever Silent Disco on Thursday.  We were entertained by a 
DJ from one of Europe’s biggest suppliers in Silent Disco 

Entertainment.  Although we had a choice of three 
channels the students seem to stick to the green channel. 

Can’t wait for the next one!



Charlotte Stevens 10MAH, 
attended the Audacity 
Dance Championships at 
the weekend. Her team 
White Ash came 2nd, and 
she came 4th with her duet 
partner in their knockout 
round.



U14 girls are on a winning streak beating Pegasus 12-4. 
The girls fought for the win and showed excellent 

sportsmanship.  Players player - Kyra C    
Miss Parker’s player - Aaliyah S-J

Amazing Artwork!

Completed at home by 
student Isabelle Roberts in 
Year 7 during online 
learning

Based on Pop Art and the 
Artist Andy Warhol, in 
which we are currently 
studying in Art.



Remember! If you want to be a Poetry by Heart superstar bring your poem to Miss 
Britten-Jeavons in E2. It can be a topic of your choosing, or you can relate it to our 

tutor theme of the week.

We have 3 Year 7 Poetry by 
Heart Superstars for February!!!

Faith C
Freya B

Aaliyah A

You may tell, the wonders of snow,

And the colours of the leaves,

But spring was made for me.

Have your trees and snowy days, 

and swelter on the sand,

to each his own and to own his each,

yes, spring is for me. By Aaliyah A

Here is a snippet from each poem!

Families help us learn and grow,

They cheer us on and help us know

That when the world feels rough or strange,

Their care is something that won’t change. By Freya B

We have all read a story,

At least once in our lives,

Which ones were your favourites,

Or made you jump in surprise,

With places haunted with ghosts and ghouls,

Or a prankster jumping out and shouting April fools, 

By Faith C



We had a busy Jujutsu 
class on Monday after 
school. Students 
learnt new self 
defence techniques 
along with some 
Japanese 
terminology.

We still have spaces 
available if you would 
like to come and have 
a try. See poster for 
further details.



Hi, my name is Lance Corporal Newman and I'm raising 
money for the great Tommy sleep out. The Great Tommy 
Sleep Out is an annual March campaign by Royal British 
Veterans Enterprise (RBVE) where people spend a night 
outdoors to raise funds and awareness for homeless 
veterans in the UK. 

Returning in March 2026 for its sixth year, participants 
(individuals, families, groups) sleep in gardens, balconies, or 
outdoors to raise as much money as possible to support the 
veterans with housing and mental health services. Last year I 
took part in this amazing fund-raising opportunity, and I will 
be doing it again this year, and would really appreciate some 
help this year to raise even more money. Here is the link to 
donate on my page  

https://socialsync.app/fundraiser/cr-qo4knxpz57yo6

Thank you all for your time and money if you donate. Layton 
Newman.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frbve.org.uk%2Fevents%2Fthe-great-tommy-sleep-out%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C8ce251c3d228491546b708de68161707%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639062641243085587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=14CmgCNYWhQx%2FhwmXVSa9yDx2d0XZqP60w%2B%2F%2FztBVdg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frbve.org.uk%2Fevents%2Fthe-great-tommy-sleep-out%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C8ce251c3d228491546b708de68161707%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639062641243085587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=14CmgCNYWhQx%2FhwmXVSa9yDx2d0XZqP60w%2B%2F%2FztBVdg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialsync.app%2Ffundraiser%2Fcr-qo4knxpz57yo6&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C8ce251c3d228491546b708de68161707%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639062641243112947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pt8OpiJqGeaVJHP6kGLcL81rzM4a3y3VBtQGWdvbdOw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialsync.app%2Ffundraiser%2Fcr-qo4knxpz57yo6&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C8ce251c3d228491546b708de68161707%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639062641243112947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pt8OpiJqGeaVJHP6kGLcL81rzM4a3y3VBtQGWdvbdOw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsocialsync.app%2Ffundraiser%2Fcr-qo4knxpz57yo6&data=05%7C02%7Cjbailey%40ellowes.dudley.sch.uk%7C8ce251c3d228491546b708de68161707%7Cc4a01c477b4f4548bc9197fb39f9bc54%7C0%7C0%7C639062641243112947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pt8OpiJqGeaVJHP6kGLcL81rzM4a3y3VBtQGWdvbdOw%3D&reserved=0




Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!











Key Dates Spring Term 2026
Date Event

Tuesday 6th – Wednesday 14th January Y10 Mocks

Friday 9th – Sunday 11th January Y11 Revision Residential (Whitemoor Lakes)

Monday 12th January Y7 Reading Tests

Wednesday 14th – Thursday 15th January Y10 Art Coursework Prep Trip

Thursday 15th January Y11 Results Release and 15:30 – 18:30 Y11 Parent Consultation Meeting

Wednesday 21st January London Matilda Trip (All Day)

Monday 26th – Friday 30th January Iceland Trip

Monday 26th January KS4 Poetry Live Trip

Wednesday 28th January Y9/10/11 Intermediate Maths Challenge

Thursday 29th January Drama GCSE Theatre Trip (The Woman in Black)

Friday 3rd February Y10 Mock Exam Results Release Day

Friday 6th February Y8 Visit to King Edwards Sixth Form Visit

Monday 9th – Friday 13th February Y8 Mock Examinations Week

Thursday 12th February Y9 Vaccinations and the Valentines Silent Disco

Monday 16th – Friday 20th February February Half Term

Monday 23rd February Y8 Reading Tests

Tuesday 24th February Y10 University of Oxford Trip

Wednesday 25th February Y10 Parent Consultation Meetings

Thursday 26th February GCSE Science Live Trip

Monday 2nd – Friday 6th March Y11 Mock Examinations Week

Thursday 5th March World Book Day

Monday 9th – Friday 13th March KS3 Paris Trip

Wednesday 11th March Performing Arts Concert (Open Mic 3)

Monday 16th March Y11 GCSE Business Exam Skills Revision Day Tutor2U Trip

Wednesday 18th March Birmingham Hippodrome Dance Trip: The Red Shoes (Evening)

Thursday 19th March Y8 Parent Consultation Meetings

Friday 20th March Reading Ambassadors Book Shop Reward Trip

Monday 23rd – Friday 27th March Y9 Mock Examinations Week

Wednesday 25th March Y11 Mock Results Release

Thursday 26th March Ellowes 60th Anniversary Event

Friday 27th March 12.00PM: School Closes for Easter Holiday
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