
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: Diversity in the UK & Anti-Slavery Day
ELLOWES HALL OF FAME FOCUS: Harriet Tubman / Bob Marley: Redemption Song
CAREER OF THE WEEK: Game Designer

FRIDAY 10 OCTOBER 2025

Year 7: Laila B
Year 8: Lewis JP
Year 9: Jacob J

8,154 Positives This Week

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included 
their picture, it means we do not have the necessary consent 

from you. Please contact us if you would like us to be able to use 
your child’s picture!

Year 10: Kitty S
Year 11: Tatenda M

Black History Month | October 2025

Headteacher’s Introduction
Over the past few weeks, our students have once 
again shown the very best of what our school 
stands for — respect, reflection, and responsibility. 
A group of students recently returned from a deeply 
moving visit to Auschwitz. Their accounts of the 
experience have been both powerful and humbling. 
They spoke of the silence of the site, the stories of 
unimaginable suffering, and the enduring 
importance of remembrance. It was clear that the 
visit left a profound impression on them, reinforcing 
why education about tolerance, human rights, and 
compassion remains so vital, even more so in the 
aftermath of tragic events such as the recent 
Manchester synagogue attack. 

That same urgency to understand and learn from 
the past runs through our celebration of Black 
History Month this October. 

Across the school, students are exploring the lives 
and legacies of Black individuals who have shaped 
history — from pioneering scientists and writers to 
campaigners for justice and equality. These lessons, 
assemblies and workshops are not just about 
looking back, but about recognising how history 
informs the world we live in today, and how each of 
us can help to build a fairer, kinder society. 

A key part of that, of course, is being present — in 
every sense of the word. This term, we are placing 
renewed focus on attendance. Every lesson missed 
is a lost opportunity to learn, to grow, and to 
connect. Regular attendance is the single most 
powerful factor in achieving success, and we are 
working closely with families to ensure every 
student is in school, on time, every day. As we 
reflect on the lessons of history — from Auschwitz 
to Black History Month — we are reminded that 
respect for others, and commitment to our shared 
future, begin with small daily acts of consistency 
and care. Thank you for supporting us in nurturing 
those values in every child.

WEEK A

Monday 13 October

Year 11 After-School Intervention: English

Tuesday 14 October

Year 11 After-School Intervention: Science

Wednesday 15 October

Black History Month Panel Livestream

Thursday 16 October

Performing Arts Open Mic Night
Year 11 After-School Intervention: H&SC; Design; Food; Art; 
Music; GCSE Business; BTEC Enterprise

Friday 17 October



Key Reminders Regarding Attendance
• In the event of absence from school, parents/carers must call each morning by 08:30am. It is your parental 

responsibility to do so, in order that we can maintain our own safeguarding responsibilities.
• Please ensure you leave a voicemail via the absence line (01384 686 600 Option 1).
• Please do not report your child's absence through Reception or the Arbor in-app message, even if your child will 

be in at some point during the day. 
• Please expect a call from us if you've not registered your child's absence, or if we have concerns regarding your 

child's attendance to school. 

7 Ethan R Maddie H Sparx Science 
records scores 
differently but 
well done to all 
who completed 

this week’s!

8 Hudson B Dolly R

9 Finely J Andrei D

10 Christian C Christian C

11 Archie P Alexander V

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance This Week…

YEAR 7 7OM – Mrs McEvoy 96.6%

YEAR 8 8JG – Dr J Green 96.8%

YEAR 9 9SRI – Ms Rigby 95.1%

YEAR 10 10GEV – Mr G Evans 97.1%

YEAR 11 11JW – Mrs Watson 98.5%

Don’t forget… students needing support with their Sparx, or simply a place to go to complete it, can attend Mrs P 
Jones’ Bright Sparx Club every Tuesday After School at 4pm.

A huge thank you from Mrs Stobbart, Ms Aubrey and the Year 7 Tutor Team 
to the over 100 parents/carers who came to last week’s Year 7 Meet The 
Tutor Drop-In. We had some fantastic conversations about the superb start 
so many of our new students are making at Ellowes Hall!

Superstars

This
week’s

spooky Offers in our school 
stationery shop!
A reminder that students can purchase stationery – including 

our latest Halloween range – from our in-school shop, open 

before school and at Break and Lunchtime every day!



Over fifty of our KS4 students enjoyed an incredible week in Poland, exploring its rich history and culture. They sampled 
plenty of traditional Polish food, took part in an evening of music and dancing, and clocked up over 30,000 steps in a single 
day exploring Kraków’s beautiful Old Town and Jewish Quarter.

A particularly moving part of the trip was the visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Students showed great maturity and respect as 
they learned about the tragic events that took place there — an experience none of them will forget. The group also visited 
the stunning Wieliczka Salt Mine, marvelling at its underground chapels and sculptures.

It was a memorable and meaningful trip that brought history to life in the most powerful way.

Key Stage 4 Poland Trip 2025



From The Bungello
This half term we have welcomed our first cohort of Year 7’s into the 
Bungello. We are very proud of how well they have adjusted and 
managed the move from Primary. The group access a mixed curriculum 
of academic learning, therapeutic intervention and life skills. This half 
term we have focused on building relationships between peers and staff 
and prioritising emotional well-being. We have also welcomed over 
visiting teachers from the main school who are joining us to teach a 
wide range of subjects include languages, RE, PE, Maths and English. 
Last week, students started learning British Sign Language, taught by 
one of our teaching assistants, Miss Jones. They learnt how to introduce 
themselves and share a fact about themselves. Pupils worked so hard 
throughout the week perfecting what they had learnt, we invited some 
of the school senior leadership team to visit on Friday morning to show 
off their new skills.

Our BTEC Dance 
groups and Year 9 
Dance Company 
enjoyed an inspiring 
workshop with visiting 
professional company 
Linden Dance. Students 
gained an insight into 
life as part of a touring 
dance company and the 
creative process behind 
their latest production, 
Caged. They enjoyed a 
live performance of the 
piece, followed by a 
Q&A where they 
explored the dancers’ 
career journeys and 
shared their reflections 
on the show.

Year 9 Virtual Work Experience | 1 – 3 October 2025
Our Year 9 students have been busy with three days of virtual 
work experience, coordinated by Futures for All.  Each class were 
assigned to an employer who worked with them on a project 
linked to their industry.  At the end of the week, students had to 
present their project ideas to the employer and all other Year 9 
classes from across the Invictus Education Trust. We are extremely 
proud of how well our students performed over the course of the 
week and how they represented our school. The skills they 
developed during the project will be invaluable for their career 
journey.  We would like to thank the employers below for 
supporting and engaging with our students: Bad Bear Studios; 
Creative Portal; Jackson Civil; Joined Up Care; The Grange Spa; 
United Living.



Please bring your Harvest donations into 
our Reception. Every single one is 

gratefully received! 

A huge congratulations and thanks to 
7JAEV who have brought in many 
generous donations this week…!





Thanks to our partnership 

with Black Country 

Basketball Club, we are 

thrilled to share their 

generous gift of free 

Family Season Tickets for 

our students. Please use 

the QR Code below to 

access more 

information…



Fancy trying a new 

sport? Why not be a part 

of one of our new 

partner clubs based 

here on school grounds. 

This opportunity isn’t 

just for our students, put 

young people in the 

wider community also. 

For more information, 

please email Mr J Evans, 

Head of PE.

mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk


Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!



Key Dates Autumn Term 2025
Date Event

Thursday 18 September
15.30 – 17.00: Careers Convention, Wellbeing Café
17.00 – 17.30: Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 19 September BTEC Sport Wolverhampton University Taster Day

Tuesday 23 September Year 9 Walsall Art Gallery Trip

Wednesday 24 & Friday 26 September Year 11 Geography Birmingham City Centre Fieldwork Trip

Thursday 25 September
13.30: Students dismissed for Open Evening preparation
16.00 – 19.00: Ellowes Hall Open Evening for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Friday 26 September Macmillan Community Coffee Morning

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October 09.15 – 10.00: Open Mornings for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October KS4 Cornwall Art Trip

Tuesday 7 October – Friday 10 October KS4 Poland Trip

Thursday 9 October 15.30 – 16.30: Year 7 Parents/Carers Form Tutor Drop-In Sessions

Thursday 16 October Performing Arts Department Open Mic Night

Tuesday 21 October Year 7 X Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip

Thursday 23 October
Year 7 Y Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip
Halloween Disco

Friday 24 October Flu Vaccinations (Year 11 & Catch-Ups)

Monday 27 – Friday 31 October October Half Term

Monday 3 November 08.45: Student Return to School

Friday 7 November Flu Vaccinations (Catch-Ups)

Wednesday 12 November INSET Day – School closed to all students.

Wednesday 19 – Friday 21 November Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Trip

Thursday 27 November 15.30 – 18.30: Year 7 Parents’ & Carers’ Evening

Monday 1 – Friday 12 December Year 11 Mock Exams

Thursday 4 December Awards’ Evening

Monday 8 December KS3 Love to Learn Homework Check-In 1

Thursday 11 December Birmingham Royal Ballet Nutcracker Trip

Thursday 11 December Christmas Market

Friday 12 December Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 16 December Year 7 Christmas Carol Service

Wednesday 17 December Community Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18 December Performing Arts Department Christmas Concert

Friday 19 December 12.00PM: School Closes for Christmas Holiday

https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events
https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events
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