
THEME OF NEXT WEEK: Where Can A Career Take You?
ELLOWES HALL OF FAME FOCUS: Florence Nightingale / Life is a Highway by Tom Cochrane
CAREER OF THE WEEK: Marine Engineer

FRIDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2025

Headteacher’s Introduction
There is a moment around this point in every 
Academic Year in which our Year 7 students truly 
start to make their mark on school life. Having gone 
through the necessary transitional phase, in which 
they must adapt to the secondary world of changing 
classrooms and all the new routines around 
homework and uniform, Year 7 are beginning to 
have a fantastic impact on our culture - as this 
week’s edition of Ellow Ellow will demonstrate. 

A huge number of them have been braving the cold 
snap to throw themselves into all the opportunities 
on offer on our annual Year 7 residential to 
Whitemoor Lakes. They have conquered fears and 
really gelled as a year group. Back in school, Year 7 
girls’ footballers put in an impressive performance 
by defeating Crestwood in a friendly game held 
earlier this week.

Ensuring that our youngest students find their 
voices and refine a confidence in who they are and 
in the gifts they posses are so important. Our oldest 
students, Year 11, have next week to make the 
difference in the mocks they will face from 1 
December. Year 10 are busily preparing for their 
own mock examinations which begin on their return 
from the Christmas holidays. We find that students 
always do well when they have the confidence in 
themselves which comes from exposure to 
opportunities, and if they believe that their staff 
want the best for them; something demonstrated 
by the dedication of those currently at Whitemoor 
Lakes giving up time with their own loved ones to 
facilitate the trip. 

Last year, our students beat national average 
performance in English and chased it at 5+ in Maths. 
These mock exams will enable our current Year 10 
and 11 to see whether they are, as we all hope and 
expect, on track to beat their predecessors. 

Year 7: Maliha A
Year 8: Lewis JP

Year 9: Mia B

6,335 Positives This Week

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if 

you would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!

Year 10: Emma B
Year 11: Amra A

WEEK B

Monday 24 November

Year 11 After-School Intervention: Maths

Tuesday 25 November

Year 11 After-School Intervention: History/Geography

Wednesday 26 November

Thursday 27 November

Year 11 After-School Intervention: H&SC; Design; Food; Art; 
GCSE Business; Computer Science

15.30-18.30: Year 7 Parents & Carers’ Evening 2025

Friday 28 November



Don’t forget… students needing support with their Sparx, or simply a place to go to complete it, can attend Mrs P 
Jones’ Bright Sparx Club every Tuesday After School at 4pm.

Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance This Week…

YEAR 7 7DH – Mr Hamilton 98.2%

YEAR 8 8DBA – Mr Barker 98.3%

YEAR 9 9SRI – Ms Rigby 96%

YEAR 10 10EP – Ms Perry 95.8%

YEAR 11 11RM – Mrs Ming 98.7%

7 Izzy P Kaleb L Sparx Science 
records scores 

slightly differently, 
but well done to 

all who 
completed this 

week’s!

8 Alfie W Ryley G

9 Emelia F Daisy C

10 Mitchell B Tymofii H

11 Lily F Aaron BSuperstars

This
week’s

Bungello – Birmingham Dogs Home Partnership
In the Bungello, as part of our life skills learning, we 
have been learning about charity work in our local 
community and we have chosen a charity to support 
over this half term. We recently visited Birmingham 
Dogs Home to find out about the work they do, and of 
course meet some of the lovely dogs in their care!

The home looks after over 2000 stray or abandoned 
dogs per year across their Birmingham and 
Wolverhampton sites. 

As part of this, we will be collecting bedding and 
towels to donate to the home. Any old bedding or 
towels are accepted; they do not need to be new 
items, any unwanted items will be of use to create 
comfortable, homely kennels for the dogs. All we ask is 
that they cleanly laundered.  

Alongside this, if anyone wishes to donate dog food or 
treats, these would be more than welcomed! 

Year 9 students did another fantastic visit to 

The Firs Care Home this week, with students 

sharing arts and crafts with residents… as 

well as hosting their weekly game of Bingo!

Last week our Bungello students bought 

their learning around Remembrance Day 

to life with a visit to RAF Cosford 

Museum. We had a fantastic trip and 

learnt lots about the impact of war and 

the roll of our airmen and women.



Year 7 have had a 
fantastic time 
braving the 
elements and 
bonding on their 
Whitemoor Lakes 
trip…!



Some 
fantastic 
anti-
bullying 
poetry 
done by 
one of 
our Year 
7s this 
week…

Our Year 7 girls 
played in a friendly 
against Crestwood 
on Tuesday 
evening. The team 
worked well 
together, showing 
brilliant strength 
and determination, 
resulting in a 1-0 
win. Well played to 
all the team who 
showed real 
resilience and 
commitment 
throughout the 
game!

Goal Scorer: 
Maddie H
Mr Evans’ Player of 
the Match: Lyla N
Miss Parker’s 
Player of the 
Match: Maliha A

A huge thank you to 
one of our lovely 
parents who threw 
open her Halloween-
decorated home to 
raise money for our 
outgoing School 
Charity of the Year. 
Thanks to her creativity 
and kindness, another 
£133.00 was raised for 
the Mary Stevens 
Hospice! 



Fancy trying a new 

sport? Why not be a part 

of one of our new 

partner clubs based 

here on school grounds. 

This opportunity isn’t 

just for our students, put 

young people in the 

wider community also. 

For more information, 

please email Mr J Evans, 

Head of PE.

mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk


Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!



Key Dates Autumn Term 2025
Date Event

Thursday 18 September
15.30 – 17.00: Careers Convention, Wellbeing Café
17.00 – 17.30: Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 19 September BTEC Sport Wolverhampton University Taster Day

Tuesday 23 September Year 9 Walsall Art Gallery Trip

Wednesday 24 & Friday 26 September Year 11 Geography Birmingham City Centre Fieldwork Trip

Thursday 25 September
13.30: Students dismissed for Open Evening preparation
16.00 – 19.00: Ellowes Hall Open Evening for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Friday 26 September Macmillan Community Coffee Morning

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October 09.15 – 10.00: Open Mornings for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October KS4 Cornwall Art Trip

Tuesday 7 October – Friday 10 October KS4 Poland Trip

Thursday 9 October 15.30 – 16.30: Year 7 Parents/Carers Form Tutor Drop-In Sessions

Thursday 16 October Performing Arts Department Open Mic Night

Tuesday 21 October Year 7 X Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip

Thursday 23 October
Year 7 Y Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip
Halloween Disco

Friday 24 October Flu Vaccinations (Year 11 & Catch-Ups)

Monday 27 – Friday 31 October October Half Term

Monday 3 November 08.45: Student Return to School

Friday 7 November Flu Vaccinations (Catch-Ups)

Wednesday 12 November INSET Day (School Closed to All Students)

Wednesday 19 – Friday 21 November Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Trip

Thursday 27 November 15.30 – 18.30: Year 7 Parents’ & Carers’ Evening

Monday 1 – Friday 12 December Year 11 Mock Exams

Thursday 4 December Awards’ Evening

Monday 8 December KS3 Love to Learn Homework Check-In 1

Thursday 11 December Birmingham Royal Ballet Nutcracker Trip

Thursday 11 December Christmas Market

Friday 12 December Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 16 December Year 7 Christmas Carol Service

Wednesday 17 December Community Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18 December Performing Arts Department Christmas Concert

Friday 19 December 12.00PM: School Closes for Christmas Holiday

https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events
https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events




Thanks to our partnership 

with Black Country 

Basketball Club, we are 

thrilled to share their 

generous gift of free 

Family Season Tickets for 

our students. Please use 

the QR Code below to 

access more 

information…
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